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struggling to fund an adequate education for their young people.
I have a bill that's going to look at school reorganization,
LB 680. It's a priority b ill I don't think is going to see t h e
light of day, but that's one of the areas we have to look at,
and I think the Education Ccemittee recognizes. The other thing
is the aid to individuals, and you move across t he page ...or
o nce a g a i n o n pa g e 2 1 , sh ow i n g a 10 . 8 p e r c e nt i nc r e a s e i n a i d t o
i nd i v i du a l s l e d b y Med i ca i d a nd p ub l i c a s s i s t a n ce an d
developmental disabilities, and the higher ed is a peculiar
situation that Senator Raikes had. We added $4 million in that
because of the recognition that...of aid to...scholarships. But
I think if you'd thumb through here and find out, you know,
there's no state aid for the State Fair. There is no state aid
support for the Nebraska State Fair, an institution that's been
here s i nce t he 1860 s . Not h i ng i s g oi n g i n f r om t h e s t a t e o f
Nebraska to the Nebraska State Fair, for e xample, and we' ve
taken a few o ther agencies to zero, and I know some of those
wil l c o me back and p r o babl y w i l l be d i scu s se d l at er . But i t
i sn' t t hat we haven ' t r un a ver y t i ght budge t on many
organiza t i o ns . As I men t i o n e d e a r l i e r , w e ' ve cu t N ETV . We ' ve
cut down extensively the State Historical Society, many of our
l ong- t i me i n s t i t ut i on s . And so a s w e c ome here , I wou l d ur ge
you to at least advance this one more, one more.. .one st e p . . .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: .. .ahead and decide what kind of a vision of
Nebraska are we going to have, even those are difficult times,
and how much of this generation of young people, whether they be
in K-12 or whether they be in higher ed, are we going to leave
to fend for themselves because we are not going to give them the
k ind o f e d u c a t i o n t h e y d e s e rve o ve r t h e n e x t f ew y e a r s ? I know
we can argue forever about what should be done, whether we' re
getting efficient education and so forth and so forth. That is
truly debatable, but I think we at least have to admit it takes
some money. A n d th er e may be m ore e f f i c i enc i e s a n d , a s I t el l
many people that talk to me, they need to go to their local
school b o a r d s . Al l n e ed t o g e t i n v o l v e d i n t h i s
because. . . e spec i a l l y when t hei r p r op e r t y t ax i s i nvo l ve d . Bu t
this represents that shift that we' ve been working on for
several years of sales and income tax replacing property tax,
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